INTRODUCTION AND AIMS:
Sir William Roberts (18 March 1830 -16 April 1899) was a physician and surgeon born at Bodedern on the Isle of Anglesey in Wales. He has been the first professor of medicine at the Victoria University and during his successful career became Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians. He was an able scientist, whose work widely covered different field of interest in medicine. His attention in particular fell on the research based on the etiopathogenetic of kidney diseases. In the 1865 he wrote his masterpiece "A Practical Treatise on Urinary and Renal Diseases, including Urinary Deposits". The aim of the book was to gather and coordinate the results of scientific investigations of the physicians of the XIX century about the renal diseases and insert them in a practical context. In this work he investigates the diagnostic role of the urine analysis in the understanding the pathogenesis of different kidney diseases and to monitor their progress. In fact, the author deals with the most varied analytical methods for urinalysis, he makes a detailed list of the techniques and equipment used to quantify the chemical properties of the urine and to evaluate the physical appearance and microscopic composition. He also exposes many clinical cases bringing us successfully his approach to the medical treatment that is as interesting as it is original for the time, thanks to the numerous innovative experiments carried out. 
